Peter Gyori /A TORSO/

One sentence...

Various forms of communal /social/ initiatives want

to _emerge, to be realized, again and again, under the

established conditions; they are born and fail living

their peculiar lives.

/Various commuiial /social/ initiatives.../

Evading the expected systematic way of discussion,
relative freely, sometimes even repeating myself, other
time seemingly digressing from the matter in hand, ob-
viously leaving many questions open, I make an attempt
to sum up my subject.

First, we should overcome a quite trivial, but nev-
ertheless difficult problem; to quasi define the scope
of social movements snd pehnomena we are going to discuss.
Our list feee—appendix/, including a lot of of seemingly
differing elements, might be helpful at this point. Upon
a brief review of this list, a phenomenon might promptly
be defined whereby the communal forms discussed do not
constitute one single group of social phenomena but e
should rather speak of an amorphous conglomerate of move-

ments, phenomena whereby the single constituents relate

to other group of phenomena on the ground of some char-
acteristics of well-defined partial agglomerates while
other phenomena may be related to them on the basis of
other characteristics. /To take a rather extreme case:
various gocieties for the prevention of cruelty to ani-
mals relate, on the basis of the forms and content of
their associations to the so-called social associations
while some initiatives taken by the houses of culture



towards sessions of mentalhygiene relate to them on the
basis of the selected problems, overlaps of the group
of probtlems./

However, it would be inconsiderate to solve our
problems by defining some specific indicators of various
initiatives forming the base of classifying them within
one larger group. X

First, we should observe some standpoints which may
come up again and again in course of our analysis offer-
ing the possibility for various groupings and typologies.

Various initiatives studied by us may be differen-
tiated by:
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question
- partly on the ground cf the field of these activities;
the task of their initiatives /social, people suffer-

ing from some serious illness, people under specific
conditions, reinforcing and disseminating cultural,
communal traditions, preserving natural and man-made
environment, etc. /

N

es ts; what sort of mobilizing potentials and forms

they have /a quite large scale can be observed in
this respect from the explicit self-interests and
safeguarding the interests of _other _groups up to the

T

total lack of Safeguardlng of any sort/;

[

% social Character of aot1v1t1es, here g large spectrum
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can, also be observed from financial support of
people left out of social welfare /SETA% religious
communities/; supporting some sqcially Jeopardized
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groups /Cultural Association of Hungarian Gipsies,
Society of Large Families, Pensioners’ League/
through re- 8001allzatlon of people of limited 5001a1
1ntegratlon /AE clubs, therapeutlc oommunltles for
drug-takers, workshops teaching lifestyles, Associa-
tion of Disabled People or Ataxia/, up to the pre-
servation of minor or major social and cultural en-
vironment, defense of cultures and communities.

AT

¥ grade and 1evel of organlzatlon, "1nst1tutlona11zatlon."
ST e

Different 1evels of organization can be dlstlngulshed
in established groups, on the basis of friendship,
professions, comradship, small organizations and as-
sociations, basic cells of institutions whereby or-
ganizational levels are partially overlapping and in-
tegrated, partially distinguished.
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nificant 5tandp01nt on one 81de, an initiative was
born and functions today within a large institution,

in its centre, or outside of it, on the peripheries;

on the other what is the grade, level of institutional-
izational dependence or independence in terms of the
initiatives in question.

* Taﬂ§2w§£§%ﬂmﬂiﬁmﬁﬂtﬂHﬁﬁéfﬂfﬁi' Here, again, we can ob-
’ﬂméerve a very large scale: from ad hoc "associations
among roommates", actions of neighbouring communities,
linked to the local communities, through small enter-
prises, to nation-wide organizations, associations
and cultural actions, nation-wide or not strictly

local movements, actions of political colour.
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% grade of 1egallty, let us cite the official terms of

“this scale: "supported, tolerated, and forbidden",
which partly define some status for various initia-
tives; however, it is quite complicated to define
movements, overlappings, frontier lines, processes
between these terms, some mixed status, a selective
qualification of functions, targets and tasks within
the framework of these terms.

L

x stage of 1n1t1at1ves, the first idea, preparatory works,
d;Eéﬁf21ng, shaplng, growth,disintegration, stagna-
tion, regeneration, decline, etc. These stages may
show significant differences, on the other hand,
single, separated stages might refer to the dynamics
of the concepts presented in terms of a limited period
of time /institutionalization, becoming independent,
changes in organizational levels or stages of legality,

etc./;
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discussed constltute a natural and not only formal
standpoint; some causal differences /year, settlement,
part/ have their significance in this respect and
they relate to important aspects.

# finally, but not finishing the possible concepts, a
dlfferentlatlon by stage of participation is also
1mportant. A scale may be established from the dlrect
self—a831st1ng groups through self-organized groups
assisting other parties to the institutionalized ini-
tiatives, and this distinction can also refer to
Varlous factors of lay and profe531onal aspects and
their respectlve proportion.



Undoubtedly, a question may be raised at this point:
if this diversity, such an extended scale of various asg-
pects is valid, how can we interpret all of them within
the framework of one group of social phenomena? A more
differentiated elaboration of our term: "communal initia-
tives" might be helpful to get an answer.

These initiatives are communal /however incidental,
sporadic, limited they might be, as they often are, and
even if they cover just a few people/ inasmuch as their
establishment and activities usually aim at human associa-
?IEES, relatlvely small groups, which may be interpreted
and coh51dered as meaningful, rationalistic within the
framework of everyday activities, and/or they aim at chang-
ing the situation of such a group/or group of problems/.
Obviously, individual interests, motivatibns, and orienta-
tions are behind such communal initiatives; they give birth
to them, shape *them; however, they aspire after realization
through human 353001at10ns, within and not outside of their

e

a55001at10ns, not Vla 1nd1v1dual ways.

v

We can consider these activities shaped within col-
lectives as initiatives, for they extend the established

definitions of everyday life; overcome activities and roles
dominated by outside restrictions and determinations; they
are based on choices and decisions'extending individual
choices and participation, activities pursued by its mem-
bers are m sed on such sovereign choices. This is to say:
when compared to forms and contents shaped bty the dominant
determinations, these movements "produce something new"

and at the same ;ime constitute free associations of human

R

beings.



/...even among the established conditions.../

It is of extreme importance that here we refer to

an especially sophisticated interior oontext textureV

m————

the basic constltuents of social ex1stence.

Prooesses whlch worked agalnst suoh organlzatlon
during the previous decadesy "the established conditions"

should be considered in that respect.

In order to,olearly present forces working against
these processes, it may be helpful if we are to define
two general bagic conditions for establishing and func-
tioning of such_organizations: -

- gutonomous human teing,

- civic society as a /free/ formation of association
and cooperation of autonomous human beings.

"Autonomous human teing" as a concept is an individual,

multicoloured social phenomenon by itself, concentrated on
the level of human beings. The essence of this phenomenon
is, in my view, the power over one’s own individual

/choices, decisions/ being. A necessary, but not satisfac-
tory condition for the existence of this power is that the
ex1stlng social mechanisms should "delegate" the satisfac-
tory quantity and quallty of pOSSlblltleS for such ch01oes

and decisions onto the 1Evéi'of 1nd1v1duals. Further, a
§g§gj_fearless sgifilmagé ano role acqulsltlon, and in-
herent in them, identity and teleological assumptions,
possibilities and perspectives are also necessary, in

order to exercise this individual power.

A "civic society" 1s a fopmatlon, and "field of play"

of oommunltles of autonomous human belngs where the rules
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of Uthe game", “which may'be caloulated in terms of balanc-

ing 1nd1v1dua1 choices and self-limitations, aimed at mini-



malizing offenses against individual and collective in-
terests, and at the gsame tlme offer spaoe for agsociative
roiés, associations, cooperations of the autonomous human
beings, for the free assoolatlon of people.

This is to say that "autonomous human beings" and
"a civic society" are altogether an expression of the

B aahdeadd

sp601f10, balanced operatlon of dlstrlbutlon in power,

B —

of exer0181ng publlc and 1nd1V1dual authorltles.

/It might not seem necessary to briefly define these
terms; although I do so in order to present what do I
mean by these commonly used terms presenting them through
relatively very simple explanations. Nobody possesses the
"ultimate" elaboration of the tremendous literature about
these terms./

From a realistic standpoint let us consider the de-
finitions of these condition as an ideal-typical marginal
situation which can be reached or graduaslly abandoned,
although in real life these conditins exist in a differ-

entiated manner, partially in fragments and sometimes
"distorted."

Let us now turn back to a question: which concrete

[

forces, 8001a1 mechanlsms worked agalnst and llmlted such

organlzatlon of communltles. Here we dlscuss the two kinds
of mechanisms together, —— for they have a nature in
common -- which have resulted in liquidation of function-
ing associations, existence, survival, and the ones pre-
venting the birth and survival of such organizations.
Discussing them in common is especially justified ag the
process we are facing here is not some destruction of an



ideal or quasi idealistic starting situation, or not even
the "freezing" of such a state, but rather: 1. Terminating
formations which are often distorted or fragmentary, and
2. Obstacles in further development or establishment,
maturation of these formations or their not even real,

only potentially existing preconditions;3. A complex of
counter-processes acting against potential organizations

and 4. against potential conditims.

arn

/Forces against the two preconditions -- "autonomous
human being" and "civic society" -- for the communal ini-
tiatives discussed should be separated for our analysis./

As the main causes or background for counter-forces
and mechanisms in the period analysed, factors as follow
are usually pointed out: one-party system, central plan-
ning system, exaggerated centralization, cult of the
personality, dictatorship, overall modernization. The most
important teature of these -- in my view -~ has been a
trend aspiring for total power and a total mass society.

The essence of these trends has been that institu-
tions, means, methods, values, ideologies, operations of
one single-centred power have extended their authority,
through various hierarchy levels of the political, eco-
nomic, social system, and they have even reached the
lowegt organizational levels of society; small communi-
ties, families, privacy, conscience, values of indivi-
duals. By doing so, they almed at the most traditional,
most sophisticated, and most sensitive contexts and tex-
tures of society, attempting to change them. /The famous
verse of Gyula Illyés is the very expression of standing
value related to these trendsf/
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Indeed, it is very hard to explore and explain the
cauges of this trend. It might be assumed that determina-
tiong inherent in a general ftrend of modernization have
been together with the ones inherent in the specific way
of modernization characterizing the Eastern European
countries, as well as geo-political, ideological, economic
factors and causes inherent in the specific social struc-
ture of these countries.

I cannot overtake here the task to analyse these con-
stituents, but rather point out some of the more important
manifestations and forms of these processes and trends in
terms of our subject.

Among the counter-forces working against the develop-
ment of autonomoug human being, factors as given below

should be mentioned:

% too rapid and violent processes of social "mobility",

re-structuration, changes in status; they willy-nilly tried
to separate people from their traditionsl, historic roots,

norms, value systeme, roles, and developed at least tempo-

rarily, one sort of anomy.

® A trend to forcefully establish an ideoclogy and

value-orientation explaining and defining all phenomena of

everyday life and the surrounding world determined from
the outside, and covering all facets of life joined the

phenomena discussed above.

* One of the main factors of that trend, which is
egpecially important for our discussion has been the idea
of forced coliectivism. The main feature of it has resulted
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in exeluding individual competence over goals, norms,
values, lifestyles, the withdrawing all of them from
under the authority of individual human beings, and
elevating them onto the competence level of larger com-
munities, defined from the outside -- beyond withdrawing
decisiong and choices from under the authority of indi-
viduals. This trend turns upside down the process between
individuals - small communities - larger society, through
means of power and authority whereby the multicoloured
value-structures are forced /or at least were attempted
to be forced/ into an esgsentially homogenized, hierarch-
ized /from the top to the bottom/ system.

¥ An indispensable precondition and means of a total
authority, beyond that trend, has been to develop fear in
the minds of individuals. This repression effecting indi-
viduals can be manifested and reslized in very different
ways. The direct, everyday fear goes together with inse-
curity. Insecurity and fear may fill the realms, delicately
operating processes ins-and-outs of everyday spheres of
soclal mechanisms which are momentarily not yet reached
by the institutionalized means of power mechanismg.

¥ Fear and insecurity in this situation on the one
side, and over-institutionalization on the other, are

mechanisms, phenomena complementary to each other. Their
common root ig: a stage whereby individuals are deprived
from the possilllity to individually decide upon various
factors velonging to the microspheres of individual
existence. /Some everyday example for how these factors
have been delegated into the institutions beyond the
control of individuals: withdrawing of reproductive
conditions for individuals’ existence, via a system of
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wages and prices, and determination of goods to be con-
sumed, whereby a quite significant part of them -~ e.g.
apartments -~ are taken into the system of re-distribu-~
tion, via deprival, some means and possibilities for
reproduction on the level of individuals, families and
econony through deprival or centralizing them into orga-
nizations; the great processes of changing individual
producers into masses of wage-earners; trends whereby
micromechanisms of working_within the large organizations
are regulated from the outside; homogenization and forc-
ing people into single, one-centered distribution system
of information, opinion, and disseminating values,
gystems of manipulating consciousness, and on the other
gide, the withdrawal of possgibilities and channels of
influence, realization of these processes and central-
izing them into the "competent" specialized institutions;
elevation and ftransfer of various systems characterizing
small communities, famiy gociaglization, education, trans-
mission and transfer of knowledge, family and humanistic
agssistance into the large organizations such as day care
centers, nurseries, preschool and school systems, day-
~time homes, dll-day schools, leagsure activity centers,
boarding schools, public catering, the system of old-
~people’s homes, system of welfare workers, or welfare
workers visiting old people’s apartments, the system of
social gsecurity, centralized system of apartment building,
and so on, and so on. /Instituions listed do not raise a
problem by themselveg; what makes them contradictory, it

has been the process whereby they are separated at the
time of their birth or while already functioning from the
direct human needs, and they cannot te penetrated and
controlled by individuals. Due to these features we can
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call the trend as over-insititutionalization. Instead of
extending human autonomy, they often limit its scope./

All of these trends have obviously their negative
impact on communal organizations. Among the retarding

factors in this respect there are some means and mecha-
nismes, direct and indirect, acting precisely against the
development of small communities.

% A case in this respect is how various forms of
organizing small communities have been terminated or
significantly reduced, made empty, formal /such as leagues,
reading circleg, youth organizations, various cultural and
religious clubs and associations, circles, societies,
cooperatives, bodies, action-groups, forms of corporate
systems, professional organizations, charitable systems,
etc./ and the developing various poliftical, legal limita-
tiong or limitations by state-administrative or police
force.

Beyond the direct limiltatin of organizing autonomous
communities, there have also been indirect means operating.
These are the trends to homogenize values, norms, inter-
ests, Weltanschauung, ideology, together with repression,
marginalization or neutralization of glternative values.

A rather common, extreme but often not recognized
means of this intervention has been denuncing various
groups altogether, and also the lifestyles followed by
them. Various communities have became denunced this way,
from the smallest until the largest ones during the last
decades /such as the institution of family, the community
of nation, class-aliens, leftwing and rightwing, veterans
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of 1919 and kulaks, social democrats and working-class
aristocracy, lumpenproletariat,interfering and cosmopo-
litan intellectuals, professionals, useless bureaucrats,
parasites, skilful enterpreneurs, the ones who became rich
"withoug work", the undeserving poor, the apolitical petty
bourgeois, counter-revolutionary elements, nationalists,
revisionists, physicians who accept brites, the imperative
engineers and foremenzr"difficult people" /innovators/,
gelf-employed shopkeepérs,'middle men, the ones who swap,
the ones who give bribes, deviant elements, craftsmen work-
ing without a State permission, the ones who often change
their workplaces, the commuting workers, gipsies, earlier
the Jews, Swabians /Cerman-speaking Hungarians/, Slovaks,
recently the "Greens", blues, the ones who stand up for
the preservation of natural and man-made environment, the
opposition, the alternatives, punks, tramps, "youth in ge-
neral", vagatonds, etc. etc./.

Denunciations of this sort -- which can sometimes
reach the level of a general hysterie and hate -- might
theoretically be perceived as negative community defini-
tions. However, by virtue of this quality of theirs they
aim at denuncing, refuting, or neglecting assumed life-
styles covered by these terms, and at the same time they
call attention to the dangers of self-~definition of any
comnunity on the level of everyday practice. They act
towards separating, dezintegrating society instead of
forming small communities.

At the same time, in the spirit of overcollectivizing
related to homogepnization, creation of eye-wash "communi-
ties" has been going on, determined from the outside. In
connection with these formations it is no wonder that we
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can so often hear: "we should fill the established, exist-
ing forms with real content", as raising the problem or as
an invitation. /Just for the sake of some example: forma-
tions of this sort may be found among the major political
movements, social organizations, corporate systems of
economic parties, various professional chamgers, associa-~
tions from the monopolistic and bureaucratized organiza-
tions until the forms of local popular representation, of
workplaces, educationél ingtitutions and their democratic
forms, through the movement of Red Cross, until the'Com-
munist or unpaid voluntary work, network of social acti-
vists, movement of the socialist workers’ brigades, vari-
ous cultural movements /such as "Fly Peacock" = based on
popularizing folk songs, "One workshop - one school,"
"Clean Courtyard-Neat House", "For the Reading People",
"Actions for Recycling", "Give ILife to Years" /of 0ld
People/, "Offer Your Hands", "Our Future is at Stake",
etc./ It would be worth fto return to the problem of these
formations and to their doublé-faced character. |

What is especially important, in terms of our subject
matters: the social initiatives in terms of the trends
indicated, is partly the direct and partly indirect repres-
sion of horizontal relations and a network of mutual
golidarity within that, and how these processes meet
~- through this repression and other factors the elimina-
tion of a socigl concept or its maximalized oversize

whereby social functions are withdrawn from the spleresg of
everyday life and are taken into the realm of laws and
functions of society-at-large.

¥ ¥ ¥ * =
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Two important, although guite complex steps of ana-
lysig still remain at this point of our discussion. Fir@%,
the common use of this term "trend" is not undesigned for
the presented processes, in my view, have not emerged al-
together, at the same time and of a steady power, but
rather operate as phenomena of changing intensity, in
various combinations -- gtill continually. This time we
cannot elaborate this point, and another analysis will
algo remain: what characteristic and important periods
can we establish considering changes in the trends pre-~
sented.

E ¥ OF ¥ ¥

/"... they want to reborn, again and again, in
renewed formg; they are born again and sometimes fail...'"/

It should be emphasized again that deep wounds, in-

. Juries were caused within the delicate texture and context
of our soclety as a result of the effects and counter-
-forces discussed /on the level of individuals, small
communities, within the network of values, behaviour,
attitudes, cooperation, and solidarities/.

At the same time, we must emphasize again, that it is
not about the destruction of an optimal condition but
rather about the freezing, retarding of a never matured
and established but Jjust germinating, starting process;
what is more, in many cases or even in most of the cases,
it was atout hindering processes which have otherwise never
started. A process of "nip them in the bud" can be related
partly to some functioning or started reslities before
World War II., partly to the movements between 1945 and
1948, and partly to movements that appeared in 1956.
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Qur emphasis is on ''mevertheless", or "in spite of",
although we do not deny the relative importance of feat-

ureg inherent in the speeded up moments and slow, long-
—-range procesgses of historic times which are arguing,
categorically opposing each other /see in this respect
the latent antinomy of Istvdn Bibd and Istvdn Kemény./
Not everything can /could/ be eliminated or hindered.
Without polishing'and'trying to gloss 1t over, we
should see, in a realistic manner, that there have been
alternative value-movements, '"counter-cultures", alterna-
tive groupings, models of lifestyles, and ideologies
existing in the stage of continuous change, emphasis,

intensity, in changing forms. Changing fields -- culture,
economy, soclety, socio-political field -- cannot be

separgted from each other, what is more, when we analyse

thelir sgseparations and differences - for example, when
analysing micro-level histories of some initiatives and

individual life stories of the people participating in

them -~ connections, overlappings, building from and on
each other seem to be the most important and emphasized
aspect.

A steady process of individual movenents, social
groupings; of their continuous changes -- birth, start,
ending, death, ligquidation -- can be observed which some-
times suffered great injuries /both on the individual
existential level and on the level of the organization of
communities and development of the sophisticated interior
textures of society/, but it stands up again and again,
ig reborn, sometimes with distorted and changed values,
but at least to some extent in new clothes, forms, and
composition, with new frontier lines /gosls, participants,
etc./
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Without these movements, a major part of social
initiatives cannot ve understood. Who, why, for what does
start such hopeless ventures? Where do the inner forces
come from, how can they feel moved to endeavor, how can
they find associates for it? How can they fight, succeed
or faill throughout? It should be understood from this
point of view that these social initiatives were not just
born as Pallas Athene-burst out of the head of Zeus.

Flow, continuity and discontinuity of ideas is an
important matter. /They aim at maintaining values of com-
munities, groupings, collectivity, changing society, al-
ternative lifestyles and modelgd €ontinuity/ discontinutiy
of forms, shaping these processes ig of extreme importance.
Lagt, but not at least, personal continuities or their
discontinuities, destructions, which embody them, which
give btirth to them are also very important.

¥ OX X OF ¥

Just as g detour, I would like to mention a group of
phenomena /without attempting some generalization/, which
is quite important in this respect, although it is beyond
the scope of factors discussed so far.

When we examine the sociological btackground of ini-
tiatives discussed, a group of phenomens appears, pheno-
mensa which were mainly not analysed from our point of
view. It is the relative isolation and specific place of
our capital, Budapest, not as an ecoclogical, but rather
as a sgocial organizational system of Hungary. In my view,
one subject in this respect should not be neglected within
this social organization: it is the peculiar organization
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and place of intellectuals and professionals of Budapest,
their significance which often goes beyond their inner

micro-networks, their impact, the specific circles /sub-
gtrate/ of this group /intellectuals, practicioners of
various art forms, researchers of social sciences, uni-
versity students, etc./, their changing but nevertheless
continuous organizations utilizing this continuity.
Emphasizing again only one factor of it, one sort of
"ghetto" character influences the potentials of these

organizations from two opposite sides.

A relatively rich network of personal connections,
or possible connections, assumed identical values, over-
lappings and contacts between values, a continuous inno-
vation of these systems, their recharging or inheritance
strengthen their potentials, on one side; to define our

agsumption on a vather general level: these are the con-
stituents that offer a creative lifestyle in a group to
this quasi group. We can hardly miss the informal, some-
times formal position as a carrier of values of this life-
style group differentiated internally, and what a radiat-
ing impact it has.

On the other side, the cast-character inherent in
the "ghetto like" organization, some sort of lack of out-
gide relations, and the separation between value systems
shared by this group and the ones shared by the other
strate of society, which have continually survived through
historic times weakens this potential.

Our more limited field of study; the so-called social
initiatives may also be interpreted within this framework.
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For:

- they are born, partly within this lifestyle group,

- or are partly korn outside of this circle, but they
want or can join this group,

- or they are born outside of it, but they may join it
as & reference systen,

~ partly they move or stay on the peripheries of these
loose circles; ar

and all of these relations have their manyfold impact
on their values, organization, bases. Thig group of pheno-
mena may also assume some gpecific emphasis, within lives
of the so~called initiatives of social type, content,
because, inherent in their specific ghetto/character,
these initiatives -- which are often oriented towards
positional changes in quite different lifestyle groups
within the same society while they assume solidarity or
at least a minimal stage of tolerance on the side of other
lifestyle groups outside of these contacts -- must face
and figth various tensions day after day. This is one of
the reasons why some initiatives, originally of social
content turn graduvally into a less social vergion. This
turn sometimes constitutes a process, but often is limited
at the very start, as to the social character and goals of
such initiatives.

xF X F X X

When presenting concrete cases, I shall return to the
case stories of new and new starts and separations. /Al-
though they cannot substitute an outline of a general and
also valid overview of time-related processes at this
point of our anslysis; -- however, I am not yet satis-
factorily prepared for its description./



- 20 -

Now I am going to point out primerily some features
of the processes, initiatives analysed. I am algso aware
of the fact that these features cannot be generalized
unconditionally, literally, and in every respect, to all
of the relevant initiatives, although their frequency and
welght are considerable.

N T - A

We have already known most features of the initiatives
in Hungary and they have also been defined /see at this
point especially the works of L. Sélyom, E. Bilecz, M. Sza-
6, E. Hankiss/. Here I am presenting or describing only
gome features I often met in course of analysing initia-
tives within small communities of a struct social goal.

The term, "being different" might even be simpler and
more general -- although it is even less "scientific”" ~-

than the other ones such as "autonomous", "alternative",
"new" "transitory", "spontaneous". This feature of "being
different" is the very one, sensed and reacted by the po-
litical spheres, official circles in sophisticated ways,
manifested in a great variety of walks of life on the
everyday level. The reason for such a sensibility, why
such an elevated level, degree of sensibility has been
manifested on the gide of authority has been that such
initiatives make explicit for the power groups, force an
established authority /the M"anointed" and the "competent®
ingtitutions/ aspiring for totality, to face the very
fact that there have been walks of life, realms of real-
ity which are "not satisfactorily controlled", and could
not satisfactorily taken under their influence within

the systems of social movements, organizations, communica-
tions, value-systems, spheres of consciousness.
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An impact of reactions, instinctively quick angd
sengitive -- however, as it has been emphasized, struc-
turally regular -- has been overpolitization, oversized,

exclusion, an agresgive defense mechanism seeking enemies,
scapegoats, etc. /Refuting "being different" under such
conditions have entered even the minor, everyday spheres
of life and it has been extended over the frontier lines
of relations between authority and society./

o

This sengibility on the side of power results, on
the one hand, in the fact that even a minor gesture is
interpreted as a challenge, or as an initiative. /Not
only on the gide of power groups reacting to them./
Hence, some initiatives to be born or just born often
assume an interpretation, meanings, and significance
often far beyond their simple self-centered goals.Within
a vacuum developed as a result of monopolistic values
these initiatives can indeed be considered as significant
/on the ground of continuity, by virtue of their overall
messages and meanrnings, while their specific demonstrativ
character preseanting values should also be consgidered./

An overcontent resulting from the factors discussed
above appears in the official reception, inner movements

and values of initiatives and circles; in their self-
-evaluations and also in image formation by the social
environment. This includes at least as many, if not more
disadvantages, negative elements, as positive reaction
just as in case of developing an overcontent the main
roles belong to primarily negative constellations.

However, "being different" indicates value-struc-
tures, lifestyle, experimental life styles, extended
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beyond the roles of subjects deprived from their citizen’s
roles as expected by authorities, consenéual norms and
behavioral roles influenced by authorities beyond the
momentary gestures, or at least indicates their possib-
ilities.

Under the established conditions even the mildest
and most elementary eXperiment for self-definition of

self-desceription ~- which 1s an aspect, inherent in bveing
different -- is interpreted as "being different" when seen
it from the outside. /In parantheses I indicate that T am
not going to discuss here the more familiar and rather

explained indicators of "being different" in terms of the
gpecific political forms, different communicative forms
of these initiatives, the aspiration for independence,
equality, lack of fear, and aspiration for developing a
valance between private and "political'" spheres oxn the
level of individuals and collectives./

Some agpects of "being different" that may be con-
gidered pathological should alsoc be mentioned. In s
gociety which deviates and marginalizes differences of
any sort in thelr mechanisms and spirit a rather complex
and multifold relgtion develops between "being differentt

and marginalized situastions.

On one gide, we can observe g direct marginalization
pushing units /people and organizations/ into the peri-

pheries, because they are different; they are denunced on
the mere ground of being different /differing behaviour,
lifestyle, thinking/.
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However, where bteing different, where differing
values separated from the dominant everyday patterns
are often presented verbally as to be not normal /"I am
crazy", - I am different/ even the less direct mechanisms
are satisfectory for causing confusions of self-esteem,

On the other hand, through the sophisticated
mechanisms of social situations and organizations, people
who were previously or are actually in a situation of
crigis, either on an individual or social /family, career,
orientation,health, etc./ basgsis, or experience disturba-
tion in their ways of living; their life-stream is broken,
or eventually face some personality disturbance, disorder,
or have more or less became marginalized, or used to be in
a marginalized situation, people deviating from the

"normal" gstandards are often grouped around such initia-
tives.

To turn back to the phenomenon of overcontent —-- in-
fluencing the inner life of initiatives -- a considerable
result of various initiatives inherent in social goals --
there is an aspiration for a "quasi model" character.
This is the assumed goal and value character of the idea
-- /in our impoverished and vacuum like social environ-
ment -- that a self-centered initiative /like a '"'gesture"/
must have some signficance beyond itself, which may be
gtarted vis this dinitiative, or at least it should start
some trends of this sort within the society-at-large or
8 well-defined segment, group of it: organic, parallel,
or model taking movements, organizations. /By which par-
ticipants are assuming some sort of gwareness of their

mission, of which impacts are also manifested in the
joints of inner and outer factors./
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On the other side, the aspiration for a quais model
in its quality to be recognized as a model by authori-
ties, the "competent" institutions; that they '"have to
recognize" such qualities of the initiatives in question
-~ this way including partially some sort of mixing with
the power groups, or at least a manifestation of might
be acceptance as valid as possgible, and various indica-
tions of this quality through strategies of the initiative
in question /such as the "bombing" of bureaucrats, corres-
pondence, aspiration for entering mass media, presenting
proposals, an aspiration for a professional legality as
wide as possible, etec./.

And by means of all these ways, there is also an
aspiration for "agsisting the birth" of the parsllel
initiatives. /It is another question that by virtue of
professional, value-oriented and other chauvinism, the
"fighting through" models alternative to the original
gituation is not characteristic of and common for the
strategy of pushing them out horizontally and vertically,
operates efficiently, here, too./

The most important trap, or protlem of this mixing,
model forming way has been its ambivalence related to
ingtitutionalization. Although it would be a fruitful

discussion, here we do not analyse some points of this
problem; the dilemmas of being inside and outside the
established institutions, being shaped or not, dependence
or independence in relation to the outsiede forces, s
defensive but legalizing agpiration for being overshaped,
or unorganized state, etc.
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Trends and consequences just opposite to these
rather spectacular and more visible discussed phenomena
of overcontent may also be observed: when initiatives
tend to remain within the less visible, rather informal
gpheres avoiding the "danger of outside world". Under
the given conditions this hiding has some advantages, in
spite of its disadvantages. In a paradox way, this situa-
tion is also often preferred by the power groups: when
this "hiding" on the oneside, and '"making invisible" on
the other, and the interplay between them: a formation
of keeping these initiatives invisible is precisely the
very condition whereby power relations between citizens
and the State are characterized by the fact that power
groups can already give up exercising coantrol over every
gteps, all walks of life of their citizens, but they
gtill insist upon selecting from among manifestations
and deciding upon what ghould be visibtle and what should
nct -- and people participating in the initistives in
question may accept this condition for the sake of their
exlstential needs. /To refer to Tamds P4l, we can speak
in this respect of "a network of hidden communities"
beyond the "hidden network of communities"./

Finally, as a problem, however important, but never-
theless hard to approach which has not especially been
explored so far, let me mention some characteristics and
mechanisms of how the inner life of such initiatives is

formed.

The touchstone of this problem is: to what extent
one offers differing values, specific individual assump-
tion of values, norms and forms of human relations /often
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different from the dominant patterns/ models of attitudes
and behaviour are observed and realized within the frame-
work of these initiatives in question.

In connection with this question, the impacts of
culture-at-large are reglized in the more sophisticated
behavioral codes and methods, means should be separated
from the impacts of the rather hard regulations /such as
legal forms, rules, problems of financing, etc./ In this
respect, we cannot ignore the realization of some negative
processes -- beyond the trends of positive direction: the
genuine autonomous models of processes which have actually
bteen realized. /When liquidation, destruction, an ex-
aggerated, forced value system and pressure take over
the declared tolerance; when totalitarianism prevails
instead of free movements, democratic forms are dete-
riorated to means of the harder manipulations; and com-
muncation. ie strangled by bureaucratism; institutional-
ization and cohesion are destroyed by dissension; read-
iness to act is overcome by a deeper apathy and resigna-
tion, equality is exhausted by hierarchy, defencelessness
and subordination; and openness is changed to closed
doors./
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Our discussion might make clear that the communal
initiatives analysed assume the existence of two ideal
type -~ autonomous people and civic society -- and even
if only a partial and distorted version of theirs may
exist, it still offers a chance for the birts of such
organizations -- even if they are only partial and are
often distorted.
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/Moreover, it might be justified to assume that
even our general overview of thesge initiatives is
distorted -- due to its partial character -- for I have
attempted to present some standpoints which might be
less known and recognized./

In order to draw further conclusions, a brief pre-
sentation of some inif$iatives of structly social goals

might be helpful.

[/++.they live their peculiar lives./




